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(1) 
An Appeal to the LIGHT, &c. 


N the Sermon accuſed by ſome having before opened 50 Bleſſings 
or Priviledges of Believers through Chriſt, I named 20 counterfeit 
Priviledges aſſerted by the Libertines called Antinomians, corrup- 
ting the Goſpel of Jeſus ! To many have lince accuſed chat Sermon, 
(though no one to my elf) that I think it my duty to give this repe- 
tition of thoſe 4 points which I hear they ſpeak againſt. 

[. I did afſert that Chriſt's righteouſneſs (cven habitual, a&ive and 
paſſive, exalced by his Divine righteouſneſs) being the tultilling of his 
Law and Covenant of Mediation, hath perte&tly merited the Recon- 
ciliation, Pardon, Juſtitication, Adoption, SanQihcation, Glory, and all 
the good which ever we reccive, to be given us freely in his own time, 
and on his own terms, by his new Covenant, by his Spirit, and by his 
Providence : and that we are as juſtly and certainly jultified, pardoned 
and faved by and for this meritorious righteouſneſs and facritice of 
Chriſt, as if we had done and ſuffered all our ſelves: and that he fuf- 
tered for us, and in our ſtead, that we might not ſuffer, and fultilled all 
rightcouſneſs for us that were tinners: and to theſe proper uſes we 
have and need no other righteouſneſs 3 and though it be not a Scrip- 
ture phraſe, we may truly ſay chat thus Chriſt's righteouſneſs is imputed 
£O Us. 

But Chriſt did all this in the perſon of a Mediator 3 and not as our 
Delegate, Servant or Agent nor full Repreſenter of our perſons 3 that 
is, his perſon, and the perſon of cach ſinner were not the ſame indeed, 
or in Law-ſenſe, nor did God fo judge them: God did not fo impute 
our fins to him, as to take the very ins themſelves to be his own lins3 
for then they would denominate him accordingly, and make him aQtu+ 
ally hatetul to God as they do us, and his perſon would be corrupted by 
them: it is therefore ill language (and ftriftly not true) to fay that 
Chrilt was not only an Ignorant, Infidel, Atheiſt, a Blaſphemer, a Mur- 
derer, an Adulterer, a Lyer, but the greateſt Sinner in the World and the, 
worſt Perſon, as having the fins of all the World, or ele&, made in them» 
ſelves his very fins. It was only the puniſhment which he underwent, 
as a voluntary facritice of propitiation. And it is not true that we did 
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our ſelves fulfil all righteouſneſs, and fatishe juſtice, by and in Chriſt as 
pray; 1 nor that God doth judge us to have done all this in and 
him 3- and ſo take us to be ſuch as never fnned, as having from our 
birth to our death perfe&ly done all commanded us by another: nor are 
we juſtificd by the Law of innocency, as no finners: but from that Law, 
by the Law 6f Grace z elſe we could have no need of Chriſt's'death - 
and ſatisfaction, nor be capable of any pardon, nor pray for pardon, nor 
uſe any means for pardon, nor give any thanks4or ir, nor need a Law of 
Grace to give it us, nor a Sacrament to feal it to us3 for he that is-re- 
puted never to have ſinned, but to have pertedly kept the Law, hath no 
lin to pardon, or to be waſhed from by the blood of Chriſt. And this 
maketh all God's puniſhing corrections of us for fin to be none, or to 
be unjuſt 3 if we arc reputed ſuch as never {inned, or fuch as have made 
perfect ſatisfaction by another, Chriſt's righteouſneſs is ours as to the 
efſects, uſes and ends, and in the time, meaſure and order determined by 
himſelf: but ir is not owrs in the ſame ſenſe as it is his for his perſon 
and ours being not the ſame, (though Union make us members of his 
Political Body, not of his Natural) the ſame accident cannot be intwo 
(yea innumerable) ſubjects : Chriſt's rightcouſnels is Divine as well as 
Humane, and fo is his Eſſence, and is Intini'c, and is very God : but we 
have no righteouſneſs which is our Eflence, Infinite, and is v ; 
we are not Gods : Chriſt's habitual righteouſneſs is excluſive of 
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we did them not, nor doth God miſtake, and think we did them: it is 
not well aid therefore that mae as: righteous as Chriſt, and more 
righteous than. the Angels, as having all che ſame righteouſneſs that 
Chriſt hatch, as proprietors of it ſelf; but-it is ours' in and to all the 
fruits and effefts of it, as.it pleaſed the Father and Son to convey them. 
And leſt any could not remember my words, told you that Mr. Brad- 
ſhaw in a little Book of Juſtification (in Latin and Engliſh) hath in a 
few lincs in the Preface told you in what ſenſe Chriſt's righteoulneſs is 
and is not imputed to us, juſt as I mean, and to that I ſtand. 

IL. I ſaid that we have no Righteouſnefſes of our own , which an» 
ſwereth the Law of innocency, or ſatisfycth it : Nor any which is in 
ficad of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or any of its proper uſes 3 nor any 
which is to joyn with Chriſts to the ſame uſcs andneareſt ends 3 nor mult 
we aſcribeto our own works, the leaſt degree of that which is proper 
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to the meritorious Righteouſneſs, or Sacrifice, or Grace of Chriſt : Bur 
as Chriſt is our King, and hath freely given his benefits , by the way 
and terms of awe Ce is Ge ne ) _— 
venant or Law mu us grace: And we 
be judged by that Law : And we muſt have a Righteouſneſs requi- 
And by tha ſonal —_ _ be — bo 
An t Righteouſneſs , we juſtihed againſt 
——_—— repo muſt be juſtified by our faith” againſt the 
charge of Infidelity, and by our Repentance againſt the charge of 1 
nitency 3 and by our Love, Holineſs, Obedience and Sincerity, agatat 
the charge of final unholineſs, rebellion, and being hypocrites : And 
the day of Judgment will not be to-try Chriſt and his Ri but 
(to honour it) and try us and ours : And all men ſhall be judged ac- 
—_ their own works : And to be judged, is to be jultihed or con- 
demned : And falvation or damnation will be adjudged us as we are 
found to have been perſonally righteous or unrighteous, in reſpe to the 
terms of the Law of Grace 3 that is, Believers or unbelievers, penitent 
or impenitent, holy or unholy 3 and no man ſhall be juſtified or ſaved 
by this plea; Though [1 lived and dyed an Atheiſt, Infidel, Blaſphemer, 
impenitent, unholy, carnal; a diſhoneſt man, a Thief, a Murtherer, an 
Adulterer ; yet Chriſt believed, repented, was holy, and juſt, and ſober, * 
and honeſt, in my ſtead and perſon. And re Salvation as to the Thi 
ie{elf, is the free gift of God, merited only by Chriſt for-us; but it 
a reward to owrcobedience, only as tothe Order of collation of that free 
gitt : As a Father will give a piece of Gold to his Child that wilt 
xumbly thank him, and not to him that will deſpiſe it. ; 
HI. 1 faid that God indeed commandeth no Duty which he is not 
ready to help us to pertorm,and that he that commandeth us to Believe, 
Repent and Love him, doth by effectual grace cauſe all his Ele& to 
Beffeve, Repent, and Love him (and fincerely to obey-him , and per- 
levere herein) bur that it is not true that his Commandr, and Promiſes, 
and Operations are of equal extent, fo that he Promiſtth and Giveth all 
that he Commandeth, cither to All, or to-the Ele: For unleſs we will 
ſay as ſome Papitlts, that there are Connſels which are no Laws, and 
Venial Sins , which arc but Analogically and not properly called fins, we 
malt believe thatall men are Commanded to Love, truſt and obey God 
vich all their, mind, and foul, and might, yea perteRly ; and that alt 
ti nis forbidden, even impertccion of holy duty, and every vain thought, 
and, 
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and word, and Jccd : And he, that (aith he hath nofin, is a lyer, for 
in many things we offend all ; and in is a tranſgreiſion of the Law : 
And it is not mect for a Godly man's mouth to ſay, either that xo man, 
or #0 elefi man cver linncth, or that God breakgth bis promife as oft as- 
any of chem ſinz which muſt be it he promiſc and Give allchat he com- 
mandeth, and not only help or enable men to do more than they do. 

All the other Countertcit Priviledges I paſs by, becauſe I hear ofnone 
accuſcd particularly but theſe 3 and it herein I erre,, I crave hereafter the 
charitable Teaching of then that by acculing, thew that they think their 
knowledge of thefe matters is moreclear 3 protciling my delire thank- 
fully to Learn, and to buy the truth at a dearer rate than a recantation 
of my error- But if I have only opened a weighty part of Chriſt's 
Goſpel, which babes thould underſjand, and all ſober Chriſtians do or 
ſhould agree in, and have only ſought to keep God's Dodrine, Church, 
and Servants, from ſuch Corruption as looketh too like axother Goſpel , 
and if prevalcntly practiſed , would be mens utter ruine 3 and alſo to 
vindicate God's Servants from ſuch ſcandalous errors, as ſome envious 
Writcrs with great (corn endeavour tofaſien on them 3 I bumbly aQno- 
niſh all ſober Chriſtians, that they own not thoſe errors, and juſtihie not 
thoſe accuſers, and harden not any infulting adverſaries, and enſnare 
not honeſt injudicious Chriſtians, or poſterity, and to fear leſt they 
ſhould hainouſly injure that Chriſt, and that ſacred Goſpel, which they 
love : And if they will not Learnot one that differs trom them, that 
they would conſider what it is that they detame,leſt they take that brand 
upon themſelves, as being of the contrary judgment , which I would 
have ſaved them from, and leſt they do many Souls ſuch hurt as they 
*'1V. And C the by rſwading Teach haſtil 

V. And (on , wading Teachers, not hallly to e 
the common hearers ok godly, in ſuch Controverſies as Pg = 
unht for, and are paſt their reach, leſt they turn their practical Religlon 
into wordy contentious fidings, and make their Churches Militant 
againſt themſelves, and other brethren) 1 did aver to them upon my 
long obſervation and experience, that ſo much of thoſe difficult Con- 
troverlies among Chrittians doth lyc in bare —_—_— words and no- 
tions, (or unrevealed things) as will hardly be believed by ſuch as have 
not throughly tryed it : yea, not only among Proteſtants, but ſome ſach 
Controverlies with the Papiſts themſelves 3 where I told you by diſtin- 
&ion, that our Controverlics with them arc of two forts 3 1. Some 
that 
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that a carnal intereſt bred and feedech,ſuch as their Papal uſurped Power, 
and Tyrannical Church and Indulgences, and their Car-- 
nal way of worſhip, and all choſe Dodtrines (as , 
others) which ſerve the Tame intereſt and _ : 
difference is great indeed, and unleſs 
2. There axe ſome points which no carnal intereſt, but 
culty of_the matter, and the weakneſs of man's underſtanding make 2 
Cantroverſie 3 ſuch as (I'named them) about Election and Reproba- 
tiop, and Phyſical predetermination , and univerſal Redemption , the 
definition of man's Power and free will, the way of Divine 

on the Soul, the nature and difference of effectual and ſufficient Grace 3 
Perſeverance, God's providence about the cauſation of (in, and other 
ſuch like): And here I ſay again ſo much of the difference lyeth in words 
differently underſiood:, as few _ Arr a H—— Skilled in- 
opening, ſuch word iguirics, cruly ſtating overlies, e 
force many to Ee ere mean the ſame while they 
the Church by rendring each other odious for the di , And that 
in the foreſaid points, the Papiſts more differ one from another , than: 
the Proteſientsdo among themſclves,. or from the adverſe part of them :- 
The Synode of Dort (and the Engliſh Articles and DoQrine) not going. 
near ſo far from the very Jeſuits (or Axminians or Lutherans) as the 
Dominicans and Janſeniſts doz and I would have no Chriſtians think 
or ſay that they differ where they do not, nor make the worlt man ſeem 
worle than he is, nor wrong any adverſary, and harden them by wrong» 
ing them, and that to our own hurt and diſhonour. 

But inſtcad of this which I thus delivered ,' it hath been reported 
abroad the City, that Iſaid, the difference between us and the Papiſts, was 
but in words ;, and all the ſaid diſtinQtion and inſtances left out : And I 
humbly now propoſe it to ſuch Brethren , whether this be ſerving the 
Lord or his Truth, or profitable to the hearers and reporters Souls, or- 
fate or honourable to themſelves, and who is ſerved and gratifycd hereby. 
And whether thoſe Teachers that have bought their little knowledge at 
as dear a rate as any of them, deſerve not better Juſtice from them, if. 
not the charity of perſonal conviction or inſtruction, inſtead of all this 


, and ſuch 
GOO 
meer i= 


behind our backs, when we cannot right our ſelves, or ſave the hearersz + +» 


and whether ſuch requital for our labours will be their peace at laſt, or- 
their honour to poſterity. Though to me it mult be a ſmall thing to» 
be judged of man, being going to the judgment of the Lord.3 and ſmall: 
to) 
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hearers, ſo much wiſdom and conſcience is not to be' 

am perſwaded thatin Exgland, few Miniſters of Chriſt 'v a Pa 


walk as to propagate or approve ſuch errors. 
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